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ane Africag Trade, becaufe I chink i¢ is 


I Muft Purfue ‘my Arguments on the 


as‘ ufefula branch of Difcourfe, as any 


this Paper can be Employ’d— As the 


Trade itfelf is as Ufeful, Profitable, and 


Improving a Trade, as any we candrive ; 
‘Tam very forry to find People fo fond of, 


-as well as bulie, in che Wretched Profecuti- 


on of our Feuds, Heats, and Divifionss 
that Things thus in their Place, equally 
“Neceflary, and of equal Concern to both 
Parties, fhould feem Foreign, and not to 
the Purpofe. 

Bat as t defire to {peak to every ufeful 
Thing, and that io its proper Seafon; I 
choofe to go on, without Enquiriog whe- 


ther fome People had not rather bave me 


he 


ei, 


talk of fomething befides: every Thing 
has its proper Seafon to be {poken of, and 
watching thofe Seafons ia every Subject, . 
is whacalone, makes what is at any time 
fpoken, be to the Purpofe = If the thing was 
not now on the Stage, it might be ask d, 
Why do you Trouble us with it now? But ‘tis 
this very NOW, that brings me to talk— 
"Tis NOW, juft NOW that the Trade to 
Africa hould and muft be {poken to; he 
that has any thing to fay for or again 

' them, ought now to fpeak, or for ever 
after to hold bis Tongue. 

Tis NOW, the Enemies to the Compa: 
ny pufh all poffible Extremities ypon 
them, to the hazard not fo much of che 
Company, for that is not my Concert, 
as of the TRADE, Tis 
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* Tis NOW the Trade ltes a Bleeding,!and 
the Company languifhing between the 
Preflures, and doubtful uncertain Cir- 
comftances, of difunited Creditors, 
Politick, I might rather fay Impolitick 
Enemies, common Trading, Difcou- 
ragements by War, Lofs and Cafual- 
ty, and above all, infuperable Delays 
in all the Offers and Attempts, made 
to recovéf them, 

*Tiis NOW, the ‘TRADE Ingulph’d in 
al thefe Difficulties, lies like a Man 
gander Water, joft ftrangling, the 
ftronger he firuggles to recover, the 
fooner he is Drown’d ; aod unlefsim- 
mediately, and juft WOW {natch’d up, 
it muft irrecoverably be loft. 

*Tis NOW, the Encroaching Rivals of 
our Trade flourifh, and making the 
Advantage of our Diforders, Engrofs 
the Trade, Encreafe upon the Coaft, 
and to our fhame and difgrace, run a- 
way with thofe Advantages, that we 

- have no bandg to take hold of, and 
which if we had, as we ought to have, 
our Share of, the Company would foon 
revive, and heed ask no help to 
pay theic Debts, or any Favour of 
their Creditors. 

_ NOW therefore or never, this Affair 
4s to be {poken to ; he that talks of Trade 
and can omit THIS, either bas no warm 
Side, to the Pablick Profperity of Trade, 
or does not underftand it : He to whom 
talking of a Thing thus nec: ffary, and thus 
feafonable, isa Burthen, and gives him no 
Satisfaction, either does not value what the 
Confequenceof thefe things may be to the 
Nation, or has no Notions of thems in 
Short, he either wants concern for the ge- 
neral Good, or wants a Senfe of it. 

To fee a Natioa like ours, that-has Co- 

donies Abroad of an immenfe Value, and 
of the laft Confequence to us ia Trade, 
and who cannot, in the Language of Trade 
‘it may be faid, they cannot fubfift without 
this Trade To fee us ftupidly Ea- 
quiring, and withaa Air of Negligence, 
What is this Guinea Trade? What isit to 
-us? What need we Trouble our {elves a- 
bout it? What fignifies all this to us ? To 
fec the Dutch bging Home whole Cargoes 


‘it 


of Gold, Ivory, &c. fo great I am a 
fham’d to Name thems acd carry more 
Negroes away, than they have Colonies to 
receive ; by which they have them at half 
Price in cheir Plantations, and by Confe- 
quence carry their Sugars, and bring them 
to Market Cheaper than. we ~ To 
fee us at the fame time bring Home no- 
thing but the Complaints of our Fafors, 
of their being Encroach’d upon by the 
Dutch, infulted by the feparate Traders, 
and Starv’d and Negleéted by the Compa- 
ny, whofe Hands are tied by our own Strife 
and Madaefs, from {upplying them ; while 
our Negroes are by this Means, above three 
times the Price at the Colonies, that the 
Dutch fell theirs for, and twice the Price 
the Company ufed to fell them at. 

Really, Gentlemen Merchants and Tra- 
ders of London, - this is juft as} have feen 
it, in this great Uncharitable City ; whofe 
Englifb Property it is to have-no fenfe of 
any Mifery, but what they feel 
When one End of the Town has been on 
Fire, and at the other no more ftir or di- 
fturbance about it, than ifit were all in the 
greateft Security and Safety imaginable— 
and teft them the nextMorning, of a Dread- 
ful Fire that Night—O Lord, Sir, Where, 
Where came Indeed I thought I heard 
them talk of Fire fomewhere, but I never 
enquired where it was. Pray what Harm 
has: it done? 

Wonder no more that thisAuthor Treats 
you rudely, and calls you the moft fenfelefs, 
of all fenfible Nations in the World 
As Fuvenal fays in another Cafe, 


Si Natura negdt, facit indignatio Werfa. 

Indignation will make a Man {peak, if 
fpight of Nature, in fpight of good Man- 
ners, in fpightof Patience,. nay, in fpight 
of ‘Dullne fs To fee a Naticn futtifh- 
ly invole’d in Piques, and Quarrels, about 
not carrying on a Trade, but deftroying 
To fee People pull a Trade to 
piéces, purely for the fatisfa@tion of their 
Paffions, in pulling one another to pieces ; 
To fee them refolve tolofe a Trade, ra- 
ther than lofe their Revenge; and let go 
the Golden-Gain of the Trade, rather 
than the vile hopes of Ruiniag one ance i 
0 


[ 203 ] 


To fee the Dutch come Home Freighted 
with Gold, BlephantsTeeth, and the Rich 
Goods of the Country; and ours come 
Léaden with the Wretched Accounts of 
what they could do, if they had been fupe» 
plied, and what they have loft for want of 


Ife } 
Unlefs our Trading Senfes are quite ftupi- 
fied,and we are grown Lunatick in Merehan- 


- diZing ; we cannot but be filled with Re- 


fentment at thefe Pollies, and all Men as 


they open their Byes, muft fee we are the 


blindeft People in the World , that de- 
ftroy by our foolith and iN direéted Con- 
tention, that Trade, which fet to Rights, 
would Employ both Sides; and if they 
would'come into juft Meafures, has Room 
enough, and Gain enough to fatisfie all the 
Parties, United in one legal and wifely Efta- 


blifh’d Society ; and in whofe Manage 
ment, it might b&tome one of the Greateft 
moft Profitable, and moft Flourithing 
Tradea in the World. 

How we arc mock’d by our Neighbosrs 
for this? How the French infule us, the Por-' 
suguefe laugh at us, and the Dusted Ba- 
croach apon us for this: How they all gale 
by it; bue more efpecially the laft take 
fuch Meafures, as may, if mot feedily Re- 
medied, make it impoffible to us to recover 
the Trade: I hall Bnquire in ics Courfe 
And then if you will not fee, 
you muft remain blind to theend of the 
Chapter ; or do asgenerally we in Enzland 
ule. todo, (viz.) Open your Byes when 
"cis too late, and you may as Well keep 
them fhut forever. 


MiIscELLANEA. 


I Have noted In my laft, the influence: 
the late Heats, and Feuds among us, have 
had upon our Credit; and the blow that 
the finking of our Credit has given to the 
Affairs Abroad; and by this, fome People 


. may fee theic Folly, who for thefe feyeral 


Months paft have told us, That the Peace 
was certain, that her Majefty had the Terms 
in her own Hand 3 that the Dusch were 
willing to make Peace with the French, if 
we would but agree to it; that therefore 


it was in our Breafts, and we could make 


ae of the War, when ever we plea- 
ed. 
From this Difcourfe, two or three Things 


‘were argued ,. relating to. the* prefent 


Times, 1. That we need not be in fuch 
Dread of the Changes at Coart, -or at the 
News, of the Difflution of the Parlia- 
ment ; as ifthefe Things would Alurm our 


~ Allies and Confederates, and prompt them 


to Jook out, fecure them{elves, and make « 
fepardse. Peace, as fume People hat report- 
ed: For, if her Majefty found ic. gece fary 


_tochange her Servants, or bets Parlisment, 


or take any Meafures which did not pleafe 


———= fill Dangers on that fide aright be 
Warded againft, and kept off, by concludiag 
the Peace 2. That if the Party 
who talk’d foload, and the Whigs who pre- 
tend to be Mafters of fo much Money, as te 
govern the Affaics of the Excheqner, the 
Funds, and Advancement of Money, upoa, 
the Credis of the Government, (hould pre- 
tend to run down she publich Credit, : het 
Majefty could pat her felf out of a Condi- 
tion to want them, by Ending the Wer, fign- 
ing the Peace with Frasces and fo with 
the Credit, remove the Occafion of Credit : 
And thus the Matter would ftand upon as 
geod a Fopt,: as it did before. 

* thefe Gentiemen, find themfelves 
miftaken~ —Itis true, the Queen had 
ic ia her Power to make Peace, when ever 
her Majefty pleafed 5 and the fame Power’ 
ftill remaine in her Majefty. that did before s 
But Jet us confider this Mattee a lictle more 
nicely: Not to make a SAFB, a Lafting, 
anda SECURE Peace, is sot to make 
Peace at alm——~ Sf and Honourable, are 
the two great Articles of she Peace we mufB 
bsve, or we make no Peace at all. 1 
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Tt is no betraying the Weaknefs of this 
Nation, to fay, we are in no better Condi- 
tion, to begina new War 20 Ycar hence, 
than we are to carry the prefenc War on 
vow ; Our Funds do not Revive; we take 
no Breath by a Peace of 20 Years our 
Cuftoms, and Excifes, our Taxes on Salt, 
Stamp-Paper, Windows, Coal, ec. areall 
Mortgaged for 99 Years, or 32 Years, and 
we can no way redeem thofe Mortgages, at 
leaft not the greateft Part; fo that if our 
Peace be not fafe, ‘cis no Peace at all. 

_ This may ferve for an Anfwer, tothofe 
who blame fome People’s Management 

for not accepting the Terms the Frenc 

offer’d 3 and cell us they offer’d aa much, 
asit was poffible for them ¢o perform, and 
that to offer. what we knew they could not 
perform, was to know they defign’d to 
Cheat us, and profels our {elves willing to 
be Cheated. ; 

But one thing may be anfwer’d, which I 
fee no room to reply to 0” pers 
haps I am as forward to wifo the Terms of 
France had been accepted, as another; ¥ct 
this cannot be charg'd ‘to the Account of 
our Plenipotentiaries ; becaufe even the 
Dutch, aud all che other Allies, who have 
preffed moft for a Peace, yet concurr’d in 
this, thatthe Terms now offer’d by France, 
were not a fufficieut Security to the Allies, 
_ to Ground a Peace upon. 

. There is no queftion, but the Security 
for the delivering up the Spanifh Monar- 
chy, is aching which concerns this Nati+ 
on of Britain, more-tban any of the Alliess 
becaufe it it comestoa War, for the Re- 
covery of Spin, the Weight of that War 
would lie more upon us, than upon any of 
the Confederates; our concern in the Trade 
with Spain being greateft, and Its Colo- 
nies in America being by far, the greateft 
of any; and therefore "cis more our Inte- 
reft, to have thofe Dominions out of the 


Hand of the’ Houle of Bourbon ————_—e 
If then they all agree, thac (he fecurity of- 
fer’d is infufficient, and are rather willing - 
to carry on the War with us, than to ace 
cept of thefe Securitics 3 the Opinion of 
our Plenipocentiaries is thereby inhuicely 
Juftified, and their Proceedings muft ape 
pear juft and di(intereifed. 

I muft confefs, I do nux fee us in any: 
Condition for Peace, avy morc than we are 
for War 5 but of thac J hall (peak by it 
(Clf te It is apparent, it bas not 
been in the Queens Hand to make A 
PBRACE, thacis, A SAFE Peace, if the 
judgmenc of our Allies may be adher’d 
to————= And if you ask me what I infere 
from it————=My inference és very fhort and 
plain Theo we muft carry on the 
War, and this brings me Home to theGen- 
tlemeo Iam talking to. 

If we cannot obtain a fafe Peace, we muft 
carry on the War ; if we muff carry on the 
War, we muft keep up, and keep alive 
our National Credit, fog we cannot carry 
on the War withone it And fos 
the whele, J fay, they that would dettroy 
our Credit, would bring us into {uch aCon- 
dition, as we fhould neither be able ro 
make Peace, or to carry on the War. 

I thal pricey ia my next to Enquire, 
(t.) How fara Party of People among us, 
really drive at deftroying our National Cree 
dite (2) How we are unable to carry on 
the War, without Credit- ——=(3.) How 
unable all the Proje&ts, hitherto otfer’d us 
by them, are, to fupport Credit 
And laftly, What alone can keep Credit up, 
and enable us to carry on the War, toche 
Difappointment of the French Who. 
it isevident, have broke off thls Treaty’ 
meerly upon a({uppofition, that our Divie 
fions will rnin our Credit, and the lofe of 
our Credit, will difable us from fupporte 
ing the War. 
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